
 

What is a Dwarf Planet? 

 Dwarf planets are beautiful celestial objects. They are 

smaller than planets and even moons, but they can have 

moons of their own, just like Pluto, who has Charon. 

 

• Dwarf planets are relatively small; for example, the 

largest dwarf planet in our Solar System, Pluto, is two 

https://nineplanets.org/planets/dwarf-planets/
https://nineplanets.org/pluto/


times smaller than the smallest planet in our Solar 

System, Mercury. 

• Pluto was considered a planet for a long time; 

however, after many other small planets were 

discovered, Pluto was classified as a dwarf planet. 

• There are currently five confirmed dwarf planets in 

our Solar System, namely Pluto, Eris, Makemake, 

Haumea, and Ceres. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



• There may be more dwarf planets near us, but they 

are yet to be confirmed. 

• The largest of these dwarf planet is Pluto, while the 

smallest is Ceres. 

• Ceres is also classified as an asteroid, the largest 

known in our Solar System. 

• Pluto was considered a planet for 75 years. This 

changed in 2006 when Eris was discovered. 

• Dwarf planets can have moons of their own. Pluto, 

for example, has a moon named Charon, and it is quite 

big. 

• Some dwarf planets may have a ring system, just like 

Saturn does. 
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