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The po

: wty of life on Mars is a
subject of i est in astrobiology due
to the planet'sipro: mity and similarities

to Earth. To date [
present life has been { _:I..ll‘ld on Mars.
Cumulative evide iggests that
during the anci achian time
period, the surface ronment of Mars
had liquid water and m
habitable for micraorganlsms, but
habitable conditions do not necessarily

indicate life.[1]




Mars is of particular
interest for the study of the
origins of life because of its

similarity to the early

ﬁf? Earth. This is especially

'{ﬂ:. x,}B true since Mars has a cold
_ r\é ) '_ 5 l climate and Iacks plate
-t \" s :$ tectonics or continental

’t drift, so it has remained
2 almost unchanged since
_ the end of the Hesperian
" - /. period. At least two-thirds
of Mars's surface is more
than 3.5 billion years old,
and it could have been
habitable since 4.48 billion
vears ago, S00 million
vears h-'l'nrﬂ thu unr__ g’u




continue today via
telescopic
investigations and /| /|
deployed probes,
searching for water, |
chemical biosignatures }
in the soil and rocks at

the planet's surface, an
biomarker gases in the i
atmosphere. '




